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Conference advocates idea of female 
president 
By   Heba Fahmy / Daily 
News Egypt June 29, 2010, 4:34 pm 

 CAIRO: “If you want something said, ask a man; if you want something done, ask a woman,” Loula 
Zaklama, president and CEO of Rada Research and PR company, said quoting former British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, in the opening session of a forum organized by Egypt’s International 
Economic Forum. 

The forum titled “Egypt’s First Female President: Why Not?” included a number of successful, 
prominent women invited to talk about the role Egyptian women play in the political arena and the 
possibility of an Egyptian woman becoming president. 

“Women play a prominent role in economic and social aspects of life now in Egypt, but when it comes 
to their participation in the political arena, we find it very limited,” said Alia El-Mahdi, dean of the 
faculty of economic and political sciences at Cairo University. 

According to a 2005 survey by the World Economic Forum of 58 countries, Egypt ranks only 55 on the 
scale of the political empowerment of women, which is lower than many other Muslim countries 
including Turkey, Pakistan, Malaysia and Bangladesh. 

The panelists believed that the reason behind this is the social and cultural environment in Egypt that 
undermines the value of women in the political field and firmly believes that “being a president is a 
man’s job.” 

Panelists also cited the wide misconception among people that Islam doesn’t approve of the idea of a 
female president. 

Mona Makram Ebeid, professor at the American University in Cairo, said Sheikh Sayed Tantawi, the 
late Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, issued a fatwa (religious edict) to the Indonesian News Agency in 1999 
allowing women to become president. 

According to a 2010 poll held by the Public Opinion Poll Center (POPC), 71 percent of men and 43 
percent of women don’t approve of having a female president. 

On the other hand, Tahany El-Gebaly cited her success story in becoming deputy chief of Justice of the 
Supreme Court, a field dominated by men, proving that it’s not impossible to have a female president in 
Egypt. 

“Running for president is a constitutional right for every Egyptian citizen, whether it’s a man or a 
woman, but for a woman to actually achieve this, she would need to be prepared to enter a long, tough 
battle,” El-Gebaly told Daily News Egypt 
Women are still fighting for their right to be judges in the State Council in Egypt. 

  
  

ƥƯƐǋƢ..ƕǐƥǋǊǄƜǂǁ ƕƨǐƏƥ ƔƈƥǄǁƐ  ..  ÝǗ ƐƤƑǄǁ                     28/06/2010 11:30:33  
  

  
              

      :«      ..   » .     
               

                 
                 

    .   
               

               .   
                     

               
                

      .   
                 

                
      ..             

              
        ..         

   .   
                  

     .                
                 

      .   
                 

           .           
                 .  

                 
             .    
                .    

                
  .           .   

                  
      22            .   

              
                  ..

       
              .  

  





 

  >         
  

    
   1526 -  - 29  2010  

              -  

           
«      «     

         
           

          
   .  

 
 .          

           
          

          .  
 

                    
                  

                    
  .  

 
 .               

                  
               .  

 
                    

   .  
 

                    
                

                  
  .  

 
 .                  

                      
               .  

 
  .                 

                 
  .  




